
56.2 25.5 10.3 5.7 2.3 100

33.8 31.4 18.5 11.8 4.4 100

21.4 27.0 23.0 20.5 8.1 100

12.8 21.0 22.0 28.2 15.9 100

8.5 15.7 19.2 31.0 25.7 100

4.9 10.5 14.6 31.5 38.5 100

3.7 7.6 11.3 28.3 49.1 100

2.7 5.5 8.1 23.4 60.2 100

19.5 19.0 16.3 22.1 23.2 100

Reading in own language

note : Each cell shows the highest level of reading achieved by a child. Thus a child who can

read Std II level text can read letters, words, and Std 1 level text.

Table 4: Class-wise % children who CAN READ (All Schools) 2009

Std. Nothing Letter Word
Level 1

(Std 1 Text)
Level 2

(Std 2 Text) Total

I

II

III

IV

V

VI

VII

VIII

Total

31.2 44.6 16.1 4.8 3.3 100

11.2 33.6 31.9 14.9 8.4 100

5.3 19.4 28.7 26.8 19.8 100

2.6 10.5 19.5 29.8 37.6 100

1.8 6.7 13.2 25.5 52.8 100

1.0 3.9 8.1 20.8 66.3 100

0.9 2.8 5.3 15.6 75.4 100

0.6 1.9 3.4 11.8 82.5 100

7.6 16.8 16.7 18.9 40.1 100

INDIA RURAL

Reading Tool

Reading and comprehension in english

Chart 5: Trends over time
% Children who CAN READ Std II level text (in govt schools in
Std IV - VII) 2006-2009

English Tool

Std.

Cannot
read

capital
letters

Can read
capital
letters

Can read
small

letters

Can read
simple
words

Can read
easy

sentences

Total

Table 5: Class-wise % children who CAN READ
ENGLISH (All Schools) 2009

Table 6: Class-wise % children who
COMPREHEND ENGLISH 2009

Of those who
can read words,
% who can tell
meaning of the

words

Std.

I

II

III

IV

V

VI

VII

VIII

Total

Of those who
can read

sentences, % who
can tell meaning
of the sentences

I

II

III

IV

V

VI

VII

VIII

Total

65.0 73.2

66.2 74.0

66.7 74.7

67.7 77.7

69.9 80.4

70.0 81.1

72.0 82.7

73.3 84.7

69.4 81.4

Chart 4: Trends over time
% Children who CANNOT EVEN IDENTIFY LETTERS
(in govt schools in Std I - IV) 2006-2009


